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[ remember when [ was young in my faith and began to

understand the meaning of Lent, | thought the most
significant element was what you would give up. Each
year, [ would try to decide what [ would be willing to
sacrifice during Lent. After a few years, | discovered that
giving up chocolate was not the spiritual discipline |
thought it was; it only made me crave it more after Easter.
Lent is not simply a season of giving something up; it is a
journey toward the cross and the empty tomb. It is a holy
invitation to slow down, examine our lives and open
ourselves to God’s transforming grace.

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, when we hear the
solemn words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust
you shall return. These words remind us of our mortality,
our need for repentance, and our dependence on God.

It also reminds us that we belong to a God who breathes
life into dust. For forty days, we walk with Jesus toward
Jerusalem. In the Wesleyan tradition, as we have learned
from John Wesley, Lent is a season to practice the means
of grace, including self-examination and repentance,
prayer, fasting, self-denial, reading holy scripture, and
works of mercy.




For me now, Lent is far more than simply giving up my
favorite food or activity. What matters most is not the
sacrifice itself, but the heart behind it. Lent is a time that
calls us to turn away from distractions and turn toward
God.It calls us to a deeper love of God and of neighbor.

As United Methodists, we understand that grace is always
at work. Lent is not about earning God’s love, it is about
responding to the love that is already present. As we
confess our sins and seek renewal, we begin to learn to
trust that God’s mercy is greater than our failures.

As we continue our journey through Lent, we will arrive at
Holy Week, where sorrow and hope will stand side by side.
We will remember the suffering of Christ, but as Easter
people, we will never lose sight of the promise of the
resurrection. Lent helps prepare us not only to mourn the
cross but also to rejoice fully in the Easter joy.

May this season of Lent be a time for all of us to engage in
honest reflection, courageous repentance and continue to
renew our commitment to always follow Christ where he
leads us.

May our Lenten journey carry us into a profound
Easter joy.

Shalom,
Karen




March Events & Reminders

“If you have need of use of our facilities, please contact the church
office for a full list of availabilities

Sunday Schedule: March 2 _ _ .
_ o , Exercise with Avis:
8:30 am Worship Service Book Club Meeting
9:30 am Hospitaﬁty 7pm (MBC) Monday-Wednesday-Friday
%10(:()]00 am _\SN_UIldiy S§h00]. “YOU.I‘ GOd IS TOO gmaﬂ" HOOam—ﬂgOam (FC)
:00 am Worship Service by JB Phillios
Upcoming Meetings ° March 8-Communion Sundsy
March 4 @ 6pm - Missions Committee (MBC) %ffefm%%uppogts Ri.SG Am%j?lh}llsﬁ
March 22 @ 12:15pm - Care Team (MBC) Uunger. L our donation wil ne'p us

host a Meal Packing Event during
March 22 @ 12:15pm - Finance Committee Meeting (MBC)  Kindness Week.

0 March 15-UWF Call to Prayer & Self Denial 0 March 21-Bethel Shelter Dy

The UWF Call to Prayer and Self-Denial @ The Saturday Project
2pm. This year the event will be held at o
Philadel }Bira United Methodist Church off (see the Missions Team Page)
Hury. 160 in Fort Mill All ladies are invited to
attend.

€D Meexch 17-Luunch Buddioe @ March 27-WEE School Spring Event
Lunch Buddies will meet at 11:30am on (see WEE School Page)

Tuesday, March 17. The restaurant is TBD.

Look for the information in one of our

daily emails or end of the week ° March 29-Easter Cantata (Both Services)
announcements soon/ Palm Sundsy
5% Sundsy Breakfast @ 9:30sm
Circle Meetings March 29-Eester Fgg Hunt
March 9 @ 5pm - Clara Phillips Circle Eagter Jaml
March 10 @ 10:30am - Morning Glory Circle (MBC) 3:30pm-4:30pm




MARCH CELEBRATIONS!

March1  James Easterling ‘ i 2
March 2 Meaghan lannoni
March 5 Wayne Bouldin
h li .

March 7 jg:ﬁnpit eamb = March 2 David & Rachel Cameron
March 8 Doris Massey March 10  John & Mary Vaughan
March 9 James Wolfe March 11 Steve & Minda Siebert
March 13  Reggie Adkins March 20  Zeke & Jan Patterson
March 15  Nancy Stark March 22  Benny & Joyce Patterson

ﬁf}n}? }’UI‘GCQH Michael & Anissa Miller

ichele Gainey

March 16  Lise Turner
March 17  Greg Bonéy

Johnny Myers
March 18  Sarah Ochoa-Hughey : ’
March 19  Tyler Edwards \
March 22  Brianna Messer Ott 3, N
March 23
March 24  Ruth Orwig
March 25 Chip Heemsoth

Luke Henley .
March 26  Tracy Olinger
March 27  David Hord
March 28  Phyllis Helms "
March 29  Rob Robinson
March 31 Leslie Nielsen

i
BIRI-I_ID AYS @ College Students

Children & Youth



BIBLE QUIZ

submitted by Rev. Bob Romanello

PEACE:

Spring is fast approaching, and that means blooms on the Red Bud, Dogwood,
Locust, Peach, Apple, Pear, and Crepe Myrtle trees will share in the signs of
new life that spring up around us. If we are wise enough to turn off the news
about a troubled world, drive to a park or a favorite spot in the countryside
and just sit there admiring nature’s beauty, we can bask in the sense of peace
the moment brings as a gift to us.

My question for you today is, “Where may a Christian find another source of peace
in a troubled time?”

The answer is in John 14:27 (NIV). The peace spoken about there is made possible
by Calvary. Use the fill in words below to help you complete this verse.

"

| leave with you; ___ peace
|l you.
|donotgiveto_
asthe__ gives.
Do not let your
be
and do not be

Fill in words: Peace, give, my, world, you,
troubled, afraid, hearts

Note: Jesus spoke these words of comfort to his
disciples while knowing that troubled times lay
ahead for them because his crucifixion was near.
The Holy Spirit was also sent to comfort them.
These words reach forward to comfort us as well

_y;v_he_n adversity comes our way.

&2
€7



Registration 2026-2027

We still have spots available for the next school year. Please pass
along to your family and friends. We would love to have them join us
at W.E.E. School. For more information or to register please contact
Beth Meador by email at: sjumcweeschool@gmail.com

. Spring Event:

Please join us on March 27th from 5:30pm-7:00pm in the fellowship
center for a Birthday Party! W.E.E. School is celebrating 20 years!
Our spring event will include games for the children and
concessions and our silent auction returns this year with items to bid
on from local businesses. This event is open to everyone; we would
love to have you join us for an evening of family fun.

@ WE.E. School Fundraising/Spirit Nights
Mark your calendars and come out and support our W.E.E. School!

March 24th (3pm-7pm) Abbott’s Fort Mill
April 14th (4pm-9pm) Brixx Kingsley

. Scholastic Book Fair:

Our Scholastic Book Fair will be held May 4th-6th in the Fellowship
Center and will be open during the Community Meal.



March 2026

Children and Youth News

Children and Youth Director: Mallory Capps- stjiohnsumc.youthandchildren@gmail.com- (843)-504-5419

This month will be filled with meaningful activities
as we prepare for Easter! We'll be growing our
butterflies and getting ready for our Annual
Easter Egg Hunt—March 29".

Looking ahead, Vacation Bible School (VBS) is
coming soon! Mark your calendars for June 8-12,
and consider volunteering to help make this a fun
and faith-filled experience for our kids.

Let’'s make this season one of growth, service,
and celebration!

Registration for church members will open on
April 13" and to the public on April 20th.

COME JOIN US! $

REAL Kids will be March 4th, 18", and 25th at 5:30. We will
have a time of music, fun, and learning about God together.
This is open for all children ages 3- 5th grade!

UMYF will be on March 1st, March 8th, March 15th, &
March 22nd at 4:00pm-5:30pm.



COMMUNITY MEAL

Dinner served from 5:15pm-6:30pm

MARCH 4

Taco Bar
Black Beans
Mexican Rice
Dessert

MARCH 11

Roasted Pork Loin
Mashed Potatoes
Green beans
Dessert

*Chicken Nuggets
available for kids

MARCH 25

Free
age 12 & under

$8/person
age 13 & older

$20




Voyages of Paul

12 Day Voyages of Paul on Celebrity Infinity
September 15, 2026 - September 26, 2026

Walk the same ancient roads where the gospel first took root in Europe
while enjoying the comfort and simplicity of an all-inclusive cruise.

This Footsteps of Paul experience is entirely cruise-based, allowing
travelers to unpack once and wake each day in a new biblical setting as they
sail to the historic ports connected to the Apostle Paul’'s Ministry.

Guided by the pastoral heart and biblical insight of
Reverend Karen H. Radcliffe, this pilgrimage invites believers
to see Paul not only as a theologian but also as a missionary, pastor,
and spiritual father. Shore excursions, combined with onboard teaching,
worship, and fellowship, transform familiar passages
of Scripture into living testimony.

The Footsteps of Paul is a journey that strengthens faith, deepens
understanding, and unites the body of Christ just as Paul intended.

If you would like to go on this journey, there will be an informational

meeting on February 23rd @ 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Brochures are also available in the church office.




CONNECTIONS TEAM

Barri Helms & Denise Holland (Co-Chairs)

The Saturday Project

Connections is teaming up with the Missions Team for our
Saturday Project: “You've Been Egged!”

Join us on Saturday, March 21 at 10:00am as we assemble special
“You've Been Egged” bags filled with plastic Easter eggs and fun
surprises. Each bag will also include invitations to share with
neighbors and friends, inviting them to join us for Easter activities
at St. John'’s.

This is a wonderful opportunity to spread joy in our
community and personally invite others to celebrate
Easter with us.

"# j

All are welcome to help — we hope to see you there!

O

Connections will host the 5th Sunday Breakfast on March 29 at
9:30am in the Fellowship Center.

Join us for a time of food, fellowship, and community.
Everyone is invited — we look forward to sharing the morning
with youl!

Please note: There will be no Sunday School on March 29.

To help us plan, please sign up on REALM or the sign-up board so we
know how many will attend. You may also use REALM or the sign-up
board to volunteer to bring breakfast casseroles, fruit trays or bowils,

juices, or your favorite breakfast item.

We can’t wait to gather together!






