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Mrs. Ruth’s Question “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. John 15:12-13 NRSV

I remember being in Mrs. Ruth Gilden’s 5th-grade Sunday School Class when she read this scripture and
asked us who we would be willing to lay our lives down for. The class was filled with ten-year-old children
who had probably never been asked such a question. It was therefore not surprising that no one
answered the question. In the silence, Mrs. Gilden began to tell the story of when her husband, Ray, was
trying to protect his soldiers in World War II during a surprise attack one morning. Until that day, we
never knew why Mr. Ray walked with a limp. We learned that day that he lost his leg trying to protect his
troops. She said he was willing to lay down his life for his men.

Recently, Mrs. Ruth Gilden’s question to our 5"-grade Sunday School Class has resurfaced for me when I
heard about a family of five from Georgia that was vacationing on Pawley’s Island. It is such a common
occurrence during the summer for families to vacation on the beautiful coast of South Carolina. Anderson
“Chase” Childers, his wife, and their three children were spending the day at Litchfield Beach when a
stranger pleaded with him to help her family. It was reported that Chase, a former Baltimore Orioles
baseball player and former police officer, never hesitated in responding to the stranger's request. Her
family was caught in a powerful riptide. Chase successfully rescued the stranger’s family from the strong
currents of the riptide that day; however; he was unable to save himself. In a statement released by his
family, they described his death as a “heroic act,” where he paid the highest sacrifice with his life in front
of his three children and wife.” The Coast Guard was able to recover Chase’s body about ninety minutes
after the Pawley Island Police last saw him. Anderson “Chase” Childers, will be forever known as a
devoted husband and father who displayed extraordinary courage and selflessness. In Chase’s swift
reaction, he was able to save a family of five in a moment of crisis.

As I reflect on the reality of this story,  am sure there were many people on the beach that day and it
seemed as if only Chase responded. I have often pondered the question from Mrs. Gilden: Who would I be
willing to lay my life down for? It has frequently been said that you don’t know what you would do until
presented with the circumstances. It is my prayer that if I were ever presented with the same or similar
circumstances that Chase was that day, I would react in much the same way as he did. While we ponder
Mors. Ruth Gilden’s question for ourselves, we can all pray for the Anderson “Chase” Childers family and
give thanks that he was able to save another family.

As the summer wraps up and all the children return to school, we give thanks for the time spent resting

and relaxing, and we look forward to cooler days ahead. I look forward to seeing you at St. John’s, where

we all might be pondering Mrs. Ruth Gilden's question. _
Shalom,
Karen




COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Kindness Week offered a meaningful
opportunity to bring people together
through simple, compassionate acts that
strengthen relationships and foster a
sense of belonging. By encouraging
shared experiences of generosity and
support, it helped build a more
connected and caring community.
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“SOMETIMES SERVICE
CHANGES THE
COMMUNITY, BUT ALOT
OF TIMES, IT CHANGES
YOU MORE...”

Colossians 3:112

No act too small

KINDNESS IS
GONTAGIOUS

IN 2025

3,580
lives

Kindness Week Events

Throughout Kindness Week, our community hosted a
variety of events—over two dozen opportunities—to come
together, give back, and spread positivity.

Kindness Week Volunteers

Kindness Week is made possible by the dedication of over
100 volunteers who generously give their time and energy
to bring our community together.

Kindness Week Impact

The impact of Kindness Week iz felt throughout the
community, inspiring lasting connections, uplifting spirits,
and encouraging a culture of compassion that extends
beyond the week itself.



NEW OPPORTUNITIES

Kindness Week was a great opportunity
for us to step out of our comfort zones
and try new events that spread
compassion and connection. Whether it
was volunteering in new ways, writing
notes of encouragement, or joining a
community donation drive, every small
act helped build a more caring world.

NEXT YEAR WE WILL
CONTINUE TO MAKE AN
IMPACT

Kindness Week 2026 will be July 17-251!
So mark your calendars!!

Therefore, as God's chosen people..clothe yourselves with...
kindness




. *Ifyouhave need of use of our facilities, please
3 contact the church office for a full list of avaﬂabﬂltles :

.......

8:30am & 11:00am -
Worship Services
9:30am - Hospitality
10:00am - Sunday School

M-W-F (Exercise with Avis)
11am - 11:30am (FC)

August 3 - Communion Sunday (Classroom Remdy
Blessing of the Backpacks, Promotion Sunday, 3" Grade Bibles

August 4 - First day of school for Fort Mill School District

August 12 - First day of school for Indian Land School District

UPCOMING MEETINGS: ~ : : "
August 17 - 12:15pm (Loft) : LUNCH BUDDIES: :

Stewardship Committee Lunch Buddies will be dining at
: TRIO on Tuesday, August 19 at
: 11:30 am. The street address is

August 17 - 12:15pm (MBC)
Finance Committee

August 18 - 6:30pm (FC)
Church Council

= 10709 McMullen Creek Parkway,

= just off Route 51, Pineville-

- Matthews Road. Please join us for
good food and great conversation

y signing up at the

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll E Comlrl.uni?ations table Or On Realm. E/
{ Saturday, August 16 ) : Deadline is Sunday, August 17.
Bethel Shelters Clean & Restock
9:30am (church-carpool
10:00am (meet @ shelter

| - ALL ARE WELCOME!

Sunday, August 24 (FC) '
UWF Summer Social GRIEF GROUP MEETINGS:
12:15pm
P August 13 & August 27
Sunday, August 31 (FC) % 4:30pm (MBC)
Connectlons Team Host D
5" Sunday Breakfast } &

............................................ 4 MORNIN LORY CIRCLE
Tuesday, August 12

*Clara Phillips Circle 10:30am (MBC)

will not meet this month.




Birthdays!

August 2:
August 3:

August 6:
August 7:

August 8:

August 10:

August 11:

August 12:

August 13:

August 14:

August 15:

August 16:

August 20:

August 21:

August 22:
August 23:

=

August 26:
August 27:
August 28:
August 29:

August 30:

Mac Fuller
Rebekah Conant
Grant Easterling
Piper Burns
Terry Goss

Ben James

Phil Lewis

Beth Meador
Lorena Snyder
Jeannie McCormick
Marnie Dunn
Scott Stone
David Cameron
Onye Emelife
David Harroff
H.F. Jackson
Tallulah Sweenie
Rachel Cameron
Sawyer Cooke
Justin Isenhour
Tiffany Reavis
Curtis Emelife
Laura Lindsey
Jacob Neal
Margaret Bryson
Lisa Burwell
Katelyn Easterling
Jeff Easterling
John Anderson
Luke Crocker
Jim Messer

Lisa Miller

Tevis Vandergriff
Ronda Myers
Vera Reavis
Chris Yount
Doris Marks
Kindle Fisher
Terry Helms

Erik Fey

Tom Turner

Anniversaries!

August 1. Dan & Leslie Nielsen
August 3: Jason & Mandy Shamblin

August 4: Craig & April Brown
Ron & Anne Purcell

August 5: Patrick & Leigh Ann Edmondson
August 6. David & Phyllis Harroff

August 8: Les & Susan Spencer

August 9: James & Joyce Kimbrell

August 25: Gene & Brenda Ervin
John & Lauren Johnson

€
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Welcome New Members!

Dr. Tim & Lisa Burwell Josh & Terri Honea

\ 728 Birchway Drive 306 Sugar Creek Crossing
~ Fort Mill, SC 29715 Fort Mill, SC 29715
. *Joined May 25, 2025 *Joined May 25, 2025

Kristin Alexander 1! L
Milton & WIlllam David & Kindle Fisher Brennan & Tiffany Reavis
2009 Fuchsia Court Vera, Ava, Brenna, Cora
Rylee & Tatum
Tega Cay, SC 29708 S ; 412 Shoreham Lane
. 3115 Virginia Trail Ct :
*Joined July 13, 2025 : Fort Mill, SC 29715
Fort Mill, SC 29715 *Joined July 13, 2025
— *Joined July 20, 2025 J 52

Ava, Brenna & Cora

Tapum *Baptized July 13, 2025

*Baptized July 20, 2025



Bible Quiz by Rev. Bob Romanello

In the small local church I attended as a boy there was testimony time
when members would stand and witness about their faith in Christ.
Grandma Riddlebarger would end her testimony with these words, “I
want my life to be my testimony.” Those words impressed me. They still
do. This should be a goal of every Christian. One way we can reach this
goal is to follow the New Commandment Jesus gave his disciples after he
had washed their feet and dried them with a towel. My question for you
is: “What is this new commandment?” You will find it in John 13:34-35.

It is easy to fill in the blanks this month but very meaningful.

A new command I give you: one another. As I have

you, so you must one another. By this everyone will know that you

are my disciples, if you one another.”

Try loved and love and you can’t miss, and if you practice this in life you

will be following Jesus’ command as a wonderful testimony to others.

NOTE:

Once when I preached on forgiveness, a young woman went home,
walked across the road, threw her arms around her sister-in-law, and
asked for forgiveness. I am guessing that she also told her that she
loved her. She should have. We are not called to live as the world lives.

We are called to live as Jesus taught us to live.



Summer

GCELEBRATION

Getting to Know You

ALL women of St. John's are invited to a time of
Fellowship, good food, and getting to know each
other.

With two services each Sunday, we aren't able
to build relationships with all women at our
church. Come and meet your fFellow Sisters in
Christ.

Join us for lunch Sunday, August 24 at 12:15 in the
Fellowship Center. Be sure to sign up so that we can
plan and prepare for you and your fellow sisters.

United Women in Faith

Are you familiar with United Women in Faith?
Perhaps you know United Methodist Women, or
the Women'’s Society of Christian Service or
even the Women'’s Foreign Missionary Society.
This organization, under these and other names,
has been in existence since 1869. Not bad for a
missional effort begun by eight women!

We are in mission around the world, working for
the betterment of women, children, and youth.
We see a need and work to meet it. Won't you
join us in this work? The Clara Phillips Circle and
Morning Glory Circle are open to all.

Nancy Rivers, Vice President of St. John's UWFaith




% Connections
S NEWS Z

Summer has been a scorcher! Hope all of you have enjoyed
your vacations, pool time, or the beack!

Upcoming Event - 5" Sunday Breakfast!

August 3lst we will have a 5th Sunday Breakfast. The sign
ups will be out Sunday, August 3™ in the communications
area, on REALM or you may call the church office.

In June we had Y3 folks sign up and 86 folks came to the
breakfast. We were putting up tables and chairs at the
last minute. Signing up helps us prepare the food amount
and ensure that there are enough tables for everyone to
have a place to sit. Help us help you! A special shoutout to
those who sign up and bring juice, casseroles, and fruit.
You make our special time of celebrating even better.

Deadiine to sign up is Sunday, August 24". Please sign up
to attend and bring a breakfast item to share! Thank youl

Joan Pate § Barri Helms
Co-Chairs




Handbell Sampling

Have you ever wondered if you could play handbells?
Thought it might be fun? (It is!)
Come, give it a go!
Tuesday, August 12 @ 6:30 PM
in the Classroom to the right of the stage
in the Fellowship Center.
No commitment, just fun!
See Nancy Rivers if you have any questions.

Handbell News:

As summer is rapidly passing, planning for the upcoming
handbell season has begun.
WE ARE IN NEED OF HANDBELL RINGERS.

No experience with handbells is necessary,
but the ability to read music is helpful.
We are a caring, supportive group and
help each other grow in our musical ability.

The Joyful ringers practice Tuesdays at
6:30pm in the classroom to the right of
the stage in the Fellowship center.

We provide musical offerings at both
services approximately every 5 or 6 weeks.
If you are interested in joining us,
let Nancy Rivers know as soon as
possible, nriversnc@gmail.com




S.1.S.

Sisters In Service

Thanks to so many members who showed
up for the Lunch and Pool Party on June
28th. We enjoyed great food with great
friends and a great time was had by all!

We briefly talked “business” and agreed we
truly need to get our bigger events started.
If you are a point leader on any of these
please contact your group to get things up
and running. Thank you all for your service!

Any ladies in the church that would like to join
us please contact Joan Pate (910)-578-0602, or
Barri Helms (704)-458-8425 with any questions,
and with your contact information.

We would love for you to bea S. I. S.
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Introducing Our New Ministry: Helping Hands
We’re excited to announce the launch of a new ministry at our church
—Helping Hands!

Helping Hands is all about putting our faith into action by serving one
another in simple, practical ways. We know that sometimes life brings
challenges—whether it’s lifting heavy boxes, changing a light bulb,
moving furniture, raking leaves, or handling other small tasks around
the house. Not everyone has the ability, tools, or strength to manage
these jobs on their own.

That’s where Helping Hands comes in.

This ministry connects those in our congregation who could use a
little extra help with those who are willing to lend a hand. If you find
yourself in need of assistance with basic household tasks or odd jobs,
all you need to do is contact the church office. From there, we’ll
match you with someone from our community who is ready to help.

Helping Hands is more than just a service—it’s a way for us to care for
one another, build relationships, and live out our call to love and
serve.

If you need assistance—or if you’d like to be one of our Helping Hands
—please reach out to the front office. Together, we can make sure no
one in our church family has to face life’s little challenges alone.






