~The St. John’s Post~ July 2025

Kindness Week 2025:July 18-July 26 Edition

If you have known me for a long time, you would know that I am a true sports fan. I grew up loving
the Gamecocks, the Miami Dolphins, and the Atlanta Braves. While in junior high and High School,

I played multiple sports, including swimming, basketball, volleyball, and tennis. Coach J. W. “Pinkey”
Babb was the head football coach for Greenwood High School for 39 years and won nine state titles.
Growing up in Greenwood, we understood the culture of winning. For Coach Babb, football was
supreme; basketball, baseball, and track were secondary, so that you could be a better football player.
In 1972, Title IX was enacted prohibits sex-based discrimination in federally funded education
programs. In the fall of 1973, the first girls' teams were introduced, including volleyball, basketball,
and tennis, of which I was a member of all three teams. The volleyball and tennis teams immediately
experienced success, whereas the basketball team did not. The first year, we often lost by more than
35 points. We didn’t seem to have the culture for winning around the girls’ basketball team. However,
several years later, and after a few coaching hires, the culture began to change, and championships
became commonplace for all sports and genders.

I mention this part of my history because growing up and being a part of a team has been
foundational to who I am. I have never been able to achieve anything on my own. A strong family
has always surrounded me, a presence in the church (although they didn’t understand my calling
early on), and a supportive community. All these years later, I bear witness to what it means to be
part of a community and culture that values winning above all else. However, today it's not all about
the results on the scoreboard. It is about whether people have affordable housing, whether a healthy
food source is available to all, and whether quality education is provided equally. We know the
answer to many of these questions is an overwhelming no! We are reminded in Micah 6:8, “what
does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your
God.”

So, at St. John's, we are called to change the culture because of our relationship with the one Lord
Jesus Christ. Throughout our time as a community of faith, we have had many different
opportunities to serve for the greater good of God’s people. However, in the last four years, we have
had the unique opportunity for our church to be in one accord in our service. Once again, this year,
we have 20 opportunities to serve our brothers and sisters in the community.

Just a quick reminder: in 2024, for Kindness Week, we had 19 events, 170 volunteers, and together, we
impacted 12,283 lives. I have been in ministry since 1986 and have been a pastor since 1987, preaching
most Sundays. That means I have had 1,976 opportunities to preach the word of God, and I would
attest that the members of St. John’s have made a larger impact on changing the culture than all my
years of ministry combined.

So, I am inviting you to come and join the moment to change the culture! Sign up today for an event
during Kindness Week and ask a friend to join you. Come, Holy Spirit, inspire us to be your hands
and feet that your kingdom will always be present in Fort Mill, that our impact can be awesome for
you!

Shalom,

Karen




8:30am & 11:00am - Worship Services

]LL\Y E\ENTS 9:30am - Hospitality

10:00am - Sunday School

July 3 & July 4 - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
July 4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY

July 6 - Communion Sunday (Offering-Teacher Appreciation)

July 8 - Morning Glory Circle Meeting @ 10:30am (MBC)

M-W-F
Exercise
with Avis
11am (FC)

July 14 - Finance Committee Meeting @ 6pm (MBC)

July 15 - Lunch Buddies @ 11:30am

Lunch Buddies will be returning to another favorite on Tuesday, July 15 at 11:30am when we go
Red Lobstering at 9415 Pineville-Matthews Road near Carolina Place Mall. And maybe some
shopping afterward? Sign up on REALM or on the hallway sign up by Sunday, July 13.

July 18 - July 26 KINDNESS WEEK (see our pamphlet for all dates/times of events)

July 19 - Missions Team Closet Clean Out & Restock @ Bethel Shelters
9:30am-meet at church to carpool or 10am-meet at Bethel Shelters
Contact Shawne Heeren to let her know you are going.

July 23 - ONE BLOOD - Blood Drive 3pm-6pm

July 27 - Blessing of the Teachers-Both Worship Services

WEE School Summer Camp Weeks Science Camp Weeks
June 30 - July 3 Fellowship Center in Use
July 7 - July 10 July 7 - July 11
July 14 - July 17 July 14 - July 18

www.stjohnsfm.org




July Birthdays

July 1 - Zach Gainey
July 3 - Matt Edwards
July 5 - Shawne Heeren
Benny Patterson
Lydia Powers
July 6 - Sara Brust
Bill Tilly
July 8 - Anna Bagwell
Mallory Capps
John Frick
July 11 - Darren Edwards
Jason Siebert
July 14 - Gene Adkins
Suzanne Fisher
July 15 - Jerri Borum
Ella Jannoni
July 16 - Connie Gunsch
July 18 - Randal Kempka
Abby Vidonic
Ben Vidonic

Katherine Vidonic

July 9 -

July 19 - Jonathan Hall
James Messer

July 20 - Terri Sessions
Jaimie Young

July 21 - Sandra Wallace

July 22 - Mark Carter

July 24 - Randy Johnson

July 25 - Evan Barber
July 26 - Dan Nielsen
July 27 - Rachel Bond

Darra Dane Brown
July 28 - Bryan Meador
July 29 - Mary Ellen Rothert

July 30 - Ann Kempka
July 31 - Collin Cook

George Dickinson

Don Littlejohn

July 12 -
July 13 -
July 18 -

July 19 -
July 23 -
July 25 -

July Anniversaries

July 1 - Ben & Amy James
) July 4 - Craig & April Brown
July 7 - George & Lynn Dickinson
“Spud” & Pam Huckabee

Randy & Darby Johnson
Bill & Ellie Davies

Terry & Barri Helms

Bill & Anna Bagwell

Rob & Jen Brown

Jim & Arden Cooke

Justin & Jennifer Isenhour
Steve & Brandy Powers
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One of my favorite passages of scripture is | Peter, Chapter 1.
Once when | was leading a Bible study with friends in my
home, this passage seemed to come alive within me and |
greatly rejoiced praising God. Please read the whole chapter
before filling in the selected verses. | pray the truth written in

this chapter brings joy and praise to your heart.

1:18-23 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but
with the precious ,as of alamb
without blemish and without spot: Who verily was

before the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you, Who by himdo _______
in God, that raised him up from the_____ , and gave him
glory; thatyour _______ and might be in God.
Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see

that ye with a pure heart fervently:
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the , which liveth and

abideth for ever.

The fill-in words are: blood of Christ, foreordained,
redeemed, believe, dead, faith, hope, love one another,
word of God
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We continue to send our shut-ins cards of love and
encouragement. If you know of a shut-in within our
congregation who would enjoy a card or note,
please call me:

(Charlene Williams @ 727-430-5495)

If you are on the list of volunteers, check your email
to see when cards from you are needed. If you do
not receive an email, be sure to check the mailbox
in the Communication Center. There will be copies
placed there for you. The 3 quarter rotation
schedule is now available for sending cards.

Thank you volunteers for your continued
dedication to the Care Ministry!

Charlene Williams, Care Ministry Chair




FEEEEET GHILDREN AND YOUTH NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS

r

Thank you so much to Kindness Week is coming!
all of our incredible
volunteers and support
that helped make VBS
2025 a success! I have

All ages are invited to help
with Kindness Week 2025 and
we hope to see so many of our
heard from so many children and youth around

talking about how that week!
great it was! July 18-July 26

o 4 r
Youth Hang Out College Send Offs Salkehatchie
Every Wednesday night Don’t forget that a lot of We have a team of 11
of the summer, the our older youth will be people heading to
youth are connecting in heading back to school in Salkehatchie on Edisto
the Zone! We start at the coming weeks! Feel Island on July 5* Keep
4:00pm and finish up at free to send them a note us in your prayers as we

6:00pm! Come stop by

to say Hil go and serve!
e ‘

“Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
Galatians 6:9

Mark your calendars:

o Blessing of the Teachers-July 27
e Blessing of the Backpacks- August 3rd
¢ Promotion Sunday-August 3rd




uly 18
.-Kindness Kick-Off
- Set up for Day of Giving Back
- Set up Chalk Kits

Saturday, July 19

10:00-2:00 P.M.-Day of Giving Back
10:00 A.M.-Nursing Home Card Making
2:30 P.M.-Delivery to Tender Hearts

Sunday, July 20

During Services, take home Chalk Bags
for Encouragement Notes

2:00 P.M.- Make Snack Bags

for Delivery Drivers

5:30 P.M.- Blessing of the Pets

& Humane Shelter Drive

Monday, July 21

10:00 A.M.- Hospital Hero Kits

1:00 P.M.- First Aid Kits for Bethel Shelter
5:30 P.M.- Braid Dog Toys for

the Humane Shelter

Tuesday, July 22

9:00 A.M.- Pack 400 sandwiches
for Roof Above Ministry

5:00 P.M.- Deliver items to the
Fort Mill Care Center

5:15 P.M.- Tech Support Workshop
6:00 P.M.- Make Flash Cards

for Classroom Central

Wednesday, July 23

6:00-9:00 A.M.- Drive Through Breakfast
3:00-6:00 P.M. -Blood Drive

6:00 P.M.- Community Education Event

Thursday, July 24

10:00 A.M.- Organize & Clean Up
the Defend The Fatherless Closet
5:00 P.M.- Meal for First Responders

Friday, July 25

9:00 A.M.-Lemonade Stand
& Reading in the Park

4:30 P.M.- Provide and Serve a Meal at the
Bethel Shelter

Saturday, July 26
10:00 A.M.- Pack a truck for Hurricane Relief
2:00-4:00 P.M.- MaxAbilities Game Day




WEE
SCHOOL Beth Meador, Director
NEWS!

W.E.E. School Summer Camp

Camp is off to a great start! The children are having a
wonderful time. We still have a few spots available in July.
If you would like more information, please visit our website

www.sjumcweeschool.org.
If you would like to register, please contact
Beth Meador at sjumcweeschool@gmail.com

W.E.E. School 2025-2026

We currently have spots available for the upcoming school
year in our Mon-Thur 3-year-old class and T/Th 2-year-old
class. If you could please pass this information along to
anyone you know who may be looking for a preschool, we
would greatly appreciate it. If you would like more
information, please contact Beth Meador (803)548-6557 or
sjumcweeschool@gmail.com
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Connections News!

JOAN PATE & BARRI HELMS, CO-CHAIRS

Saturday, July 12
6pm-8pm (Fellowship Center)
Game Night!

We had the best time with the youth showing up last time!
All ages are invited. Please bring a snack to share and
whatever you want to drink. Bring your games, cards,

whatever you want to play. Don’t have any games - that’s ok.
We need lots of folks to fill up the tables and play. I even
heard several pizzas are showing up.

Have a wonderful summer!

Happy 4™ of July!
We hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday!




Missions

submitted by Amy Bartholomew, Committee Chair

Our congregation has been very generous! Since December, we have
donated 227 pounds of food to the Fort Mill Care Center, prepared and
served a meal to the men at the Bethel Men'’s Shelter, made Easter
cards and delivered them to area nursing homes, made donations to
the Bethel Day Shelter as well as organizing their closets, and donated
91 items to Defend the Fatherless during our Undies Sundies collection.

We look forward to seeing you during Kindness Week, July 18-July 26!






