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The air has changed. There’s a coolness in the breeze, the sun lingers a little less each day,
and coffee shops are once again filled with the scent of pumpkin spice. Stores have shifted
into warm colors and cozy styles, reminding us that fall has truly arrived.

Here at St. John's, fall brings with it one of our most beloved traditions—the return of our
Pumpkin Patch. This is more than just pumpkins—it is a way to bring joy to children, to meet
new faces, and to share the love of Christ with our neighbors.

On September 27th, our pumpkins will arrive, and we will need 100 helping hands to unload
them. Students from our local high schools—Fort Mill, Nation Ford, and Catawba Ridge—wiill
be joining us, eager to earn service hours, and we will provide everyone with a hot dog
lunch as thanks. But throughout the five weeks of the Pumpkin Patch, we'll need many more
volunteers to cover weekday and weekend shifts—over 300 in total During the week, we
have four shifts: 11am-1pm, 1pm-3pm, 3pm-5pm, and 5pm-7pm. On the weekend, we have
Saturday shifts: 10am-12pm, 12pm-2pm, 2pm-4pm, and 4pm-6pm. Sunday shifts are:
12pm-2pm, 2pm-4pm and 4pm-é6épm. Each shift needs 2 people with at least 1 adult
volunteer. Every person matters, and every hand makes the work lighter.

This reminds me of an old African folktale called The Jug of Water. A Nigerian chief once
invited his village to a great feast, asking each man to bring one jug of palm wine to share.
One man, Ezra, didn't want to spend money on wine, so he filled his jug with water instead,
thinking, "With hundreds of men bringing wine, one jug of water won't matter.” But when the
time came to drink, everyone tasted only water. Each person had thought the same thing:
"My small part won't make a difference.”

The truth is, every small act matters. Every jug counts. And here at St. John's every volunteer
helps turn our Pumpkin Patch into more than just a fundraiser—it becomes a place of

connection, laughter, and witness. Together, we can fill this "great pot™ with service, joy, and
faith.

So, I invite you—come lend your hands, your smiles, and your time. Sign up for a shift or two,
and let's make this year’s Pumpkln Patch a beautiful celebration of communlty and God's
blessings. I look forward to seeing you therel

Shalom, Karen
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Welcome Back to Community Meal and Worship!

We look forward to beginning our 2025-2026 Community

Meal & Worship Season on Wednesday, September 10!
Sign up deadline is the Sunday before the meall

September 10
Pulled Pork
Macaroni and cheese
Green Beans
Dessert

September 17
Lasagna
Salad
Garlic Bread
Dessert

September 24

Taco Bar
Black Beans
Corn Salad

Dessert

On September 10 for worship, we will
have our first Family Fun Night & it will
be a Lego building contest. Every table

will be making a Bible story Lego
design & the winner will get a

Jesus the Great Shepherd Lego set!

Come out & build!

Meal @ 5:45pm
Worship @ 6:30pm

September 10 @ 6:30pm
Family Fun Night (FC)
September 17 @ 6:30pm
Worship (FC)

REAL Kids (MBC)
September 24 @ 6:30pm
Worship (FC)

REAL Kids (MBC)

There will be two ways to sign up:

REALM and paper copy.

Cost of Community Meal:

age 12 and under (Free)
age 13 and older ($8/person)
Family Maximum ($20)
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Bible OQuiz

One has to admire the Apostle Paul for his complete surrender to the call of God
on his life. The hardships and rejections he faced on his journeys did not deter him
from his calling to take the Gospel throughout his part of the world. At one time
he was stoned and left for dead. At other times he was imprisoned for his witness.
There are many passages of scripture written by him that challenge us to live out
our faith as a witness in our world to what God in Christ has done for us. Yes,
everyone who believes is called to live out his or her faith.

My Question is, “Do you live out your faith or do you hide your light under a
bushel?”

This world needs witnesses to the Gospel of Christ. Paul said it this way:

KEY WORDS: power, gospel, ashamed, live, salvation, faith




SEPTEMBER

CELEBRATIONS!
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ANNIVERSARIES!'

September 1:
Tim & Bethany Stone

September 7:
H.F. & Meredith Jackson

September 8:
Larry & Linda Spinks

September 10:
Marty & Katherine Burns

September 11:
Kirk & Jennifer Hardymon

September 15:
Kenny & Debbie Rouse

September 18:
Chip & Trudie Heemsoth

September 21;
Warren & Crissy Anderson

September 23:
Ben & Amy James

September 24:
Bryan & Beth Meador
Chip & Susan Morris

September 27:
Evan & Margarel Barber

September 28:

Jon & Lise Turner

Se ytember 30:
e & Melissa McGady

BIRTHDAYS!

September 1:  Pat Pettus
Bethany Stone

September 2: Luke Meche

September 3: Blair Skelton

September 4: Anna Gilreath
Emily Lee

September 5: Carolyn Griffin
Paige Harroff

September 6:
September 7:
September 8:

September 10:

September 11:

September 12:

September 14:

September 15:

September 17:

September 18:
September 19:
September 20:

September 22:
September 23:
September 24:

September 26:

September 28:
September 29:

September 30:

Ava Reavis
Brenna Reavis
Cora Reavis
Heidi McDonald
Grant Miller
Chris Henley
Debbie Rouse
Will Edwards
Amy Bartholomew
Karen Radcliffe
Elisabeth Williamson
Rick Olinger
Jovce Patlerson
Claudia Payne
C.]J. McDonald
Gina Dyer-Goss
Debbie Ward
Tim Burwell
Oliver Johnson
Rich Miller
Derek Helms
Maggie Helms
Pegey Bishop
Amy James
Brandy Powers
Mandy Shamblin
Colbyn King
Shay Lewis
Jack Koontz
Dawna Spilmann
Martha Jones
Steven Smith
Henry Crocker
Kees Vandergriff

Children/Youth
College Students
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September I - Labor Day

The Church Office will be closed
on Monday, September 1* for
Labor Day.

September 2

Tuesday, September 2 marks the
first day of WEE School and the
beginning of the 20" year!

September S

Friday, September 5 the church
office will resume regular office
hours [rom 8:30am-1zpm.

September 7 -
Communion Sunday

Our offering this month will
support.......

September 10 -

Community Meal & Worship
resumes for the season.

8:30am - Worship Services
9:30am - Hospitality
10:00am - Sunday School
11:00am - Worship Services
(™ Sunday of the month
schedule & holiday
schedule may vary)

Community Meal

Wednesday Evenings..

Our meal begins at 5:45pm
Worship begins at 6:30pm
*Sign up is required*

(‘The monthly menu can be
viewed on the Community
Meal page.)

Grief Support
Group....

September 10 & Seplember 24
4:30pm (MBC)

Sty St John’s Pumpkin Patch
Y1 Arriving September?27...

The pumpkins are coming! Help is
needed to unload the truck on
Saturday, September 27 beginning
at 8:30am! All are welcome!

Monthly Meetings.....

September 7 -

UWF Leadership Team Meeling
12:15pm (Loft)

Missions Team Meeting
12:15pm (MBC)

September 8 -

Clara Phillips Circle Meeting
s:oopm (Fellowship Center)

Book Club Meeting
7:00pm (MBC)
September 9 -

Morning Glory Circle Meeting
10:30am (MBC)
September 14 -

Parent Confirmation Meeting
10:00am (Fellowship Center)

September 22 -

Finance Committee Meeting
6:00pm (MBC)

Lunch Buddies.....

We'll be trving out another new
(to us) spot on September 16!
Metro Diner is at 8334 Pineville-
Matthews Road, in McMullen
Creek Market strip plaza. We'll
gather at 11:30am for our next
round of food, fun and
fellowship. Please be sure to
make your reservation

by Sunday, September 14.

*If you have need of use of our facilities, please contact the church office for a full list of availabilities
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FREAL Kids: (9/17, 9/24, \N‘NT

10/2, 10/15, 10/22, 11/5, REAL Kids: (12/3, 12/10,
11/12) 1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4, 2/25

: . 12/14- Polar E
9/27- Pumpkins Arrive 1525 G::erhxe'::rtel'is

9/28-Hall Family Farm 2/8- W.E.E. School Sunday N
10/17- Double Feature 2/8- Tea Party
Movie Night 2/17- Family Friendly Ash

10/26- Trunk or Treat Wednesday Service
10/29- Pumpkin Carving
11/9- Discovery Place

pR‘NG
REAL Kids: (3/4, 3/18,

3/28, 4/1, 4/15, 4/22, 4, June 15-19th
29)

3/11- Butterfly Set Up Kindness Week
3/15- Children & Youth July 17-25th
Sunday
3/29-Easter Egg Hunt
4/12-Putt Putt
5/24-Trampoline Park

ORE INFORMATION, STJOHNSEM.O




10

St. John's UMC You

2025 2026

1st UMYF of the YEAR 11 g:’.:lt::etgfem
L

22

<+

Friday Night Hang (7:00-9:00pm) 23 | Friday Night Hang
4 \ g

24

2

Game Show Showndown 8 | super Bowl Party

31

+——+

FEB

No UMYF 17 | Shrove Tuesday/ Lock In

14

Boomers meet Zoomers Night FEB

19

Confirmation Fall Retreat ;;I Friday Night Hang

21

MAR

Thrift Store Fashion Night 15 Children and Youth Sunday

27

Pumplin Patch Set Up 29 | Facos and Testimony

17

<+

APR

Double Feature Night 5 No UMYF

26

-

Trunk or Treat 19 | Limes and Laser Tag

29

Pumpkin Carving (CM&W) 8 | Friday Night Hang

23

MAY

Harvest Sunday & Hibachi 17 | Graduation Sunday/ Go-Karts

30

&
MAY

6

7

4+

JUNE

FM Christmas Parade 15-19 Vacation Bible School

A l T i JULY
Nor'r:gﬁMYFm ST 41 Salkehatchie (tenative)

DEC

13

Angel Tree Delivery 17“% 5 | Kindness Week

DEC

14

Summer Hang Outs

Polar Express W.N.H. | 6/10, 6/24, 7/1, 7/15, 7/29

DEC

21

&

Luminary Set Up/ No UMYF: Aug. 31, Oct. 5, Nov. 30,
Winterfest Dec. 28, Jan. 4, Feb. 16, Apr. 5, May 10

— STJOHNSFM.ORG 803-547-7538 STJOHNSUMC.YOUTHANDCHILDREN@GMAIL.COM




UWF

The Clara Phillips Circle

asth—

How appropriate that the focus of our September meeting will be on FAITH -
not only our faith in God, but also His faith in us! We will look at a variety of
Christian music from traditional to contemporary for examples of God’s
faithfulness and our gratitude for this expression of unconditional and
everlasting love!

s J(JE N Gueat, 9o Thy Faithfulness’

)
“Be Jhew Ty Vision,” “ Always”

P
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L PP
ST “MMy Hope Is Buitt On Notfing Yess”
“FKnow Whonv I Have Believed’

Which song or scripture best expresses YOUR concept of FAITHFULNESS?

Come Visit Us!

The Clara Phillips Circle meets the second Monday of the month at 5pm
in the classroom to the right of the stage in the fellowship center. Our
next meeting is September 8.

submitted by Martha Sides

Y
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EDUCATION TEAM

Nancy Rivers, Chair

Connection:

Have you ever noticed that in Acts 1: 7 8 Jesus is talking to the
apostles, as a group. They are connected through Jesus. The
pronouns are all plural. Jesus charged all of his apostles to be
witnesses throughout the earth. Our charge is the same.

John Wesley believed in the power of connection.

Consider the following:

[ am more convinced than ever that preaching like an apostle,
without joining together those who arc awakened and training
them up in the ways of God, only gives birth to children for a
murderer,

How much preaching has the whole of Pembrokeshire heard for
these twenty years! Yet they have no regular societies, no
discipline, no order or connection. Nine out of ten of the once
awakened are now faster asleep than ever.

— John Wesley’s Journal August 25,1763

Won't you join a “regular socicty”, a Sunday School class?
What a great way to be connected!

'! P A\ L:%/
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WEE SCHOOL NEWS! ¢ X

BETH MEADOR, DIRECTOR

Another summer has come and gone and we are so excited
to begin a new school year. Our teachers are busy
preparing their classrooms so they are ready to welcome
our children on September 2

% We look forward to a wonderful year and ask for your

continued prayers this school yeavr.

2025-2026
W W.EE. SCHOOL
2>  SPIRIT NIGHTS

Mark your E/@

September 16th

4 -8 S Chi
caleno(ars! We pm-8pm Super Chix

October 14th

are excited to 4pm-8pm Penn Station
have our Sf)il"t January 13th
. : 4pm-5: Moe’
N(gk‘ts Once aga‘n P PreorderlopC?:oxsonfch::‘mSl,ngm'ss

February 10th
4pm-8pm Wing King

this school year.

As always, thank

March 24th
you fO r your 3pm-7pm Abbott’s Custard
support of our N N April 14th

4pm-9pm Brixx Pizza

W.E.E. School! ﬁﬁ

803-548-6557 sjumcweeschool.org
sjumcweeschool@gmail.com







