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THE SEASON OF LENT:

Many signs and
symbols point us
toward God's love,
grace, forgiveness,
reconciliation, and an
ultimate new life.

*Purple is the liturgical
color for Lent because it
represents repentance
and suffering.

*Ashes remind us of our
mortal nature.
Remember that you are
dust and to dust you
shall return.

*A wooden cross that
represents the cross
Jesus was crucified on.

*A caterpillar
represents Jesus's life
on earth. The caterpillar
then becomes a
chrysalis, like a tomb.

*A butterfly emerges
from the chrysalis as a
sign of new life, The
Resurrection.

On March 2nd during hospitality, we would like to show our
appreciation to Rev. Bob Romanello for his many years of faithful
teaching and sharing of pastoral care with numerous families at
St. John’s. Due to his growing physical limitations, Rev. Bob has
decided to restrict his driving schedule. Therefore, his time as a
leader at St. John’s is coming to an end. Please join us for the
fellowship time at 9:30 am in the fellowship center to show your
appreciation to Rev. Bob Romanello.

I am so excited about the upcoming Lenten Season.
Generally, by now, we would already be into the season
of Lent, but this year, because Easter is late, Ash
Wednesday doesn't begin until March 5th.

Sometimes, we get confused about Easter, because it
changes yearly. Easter will fall between March 22nd
and April 25th, as determined by the first full moon
after springtime. This year, the first full moon of
springtime is on April 13th; therefore, Easter will be
the following Sunday, April 20th.

It's a blessing that we live in the 21st century and not
during the early church when persons were often
separated from the body of Christ for serious sins they
had committed; where, after a process of penance for
those sins, could be brought back to the community on
Holy Thursday.

We find in Romans 3:23, “ all have sinned and fallen short
of the glory of God.” Since the death of Christ, he has
taken on our sins, repaired our brokenness and made
right with the community of faith.



We have so much to be excited about during
this Lenten Season starting on March 4th at
5:30pm with our Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper when we rid our kitchens of all fats
before Ash Wednesday.

We have two opportunities for all ages of our
congregation to participate in Ash Wednesday

services:

(1) Beginning at 6:00pm in the fellowship hall,
we will have a family-friendly service with
active information stations for children to
learn about Lent with a child-friendly

imposition of ashes.

(2) Our Traditional Ash Wednesday service in
the sanctuary will begin at 7:00pm.

A Lenten Bible Study is being offered during
the season. There are two sessions for members
to join. Elaine Cryderman will lead the Monday
afternoon session at 1pm in the loft and Lise
Turner will lead the evening session at 6:30pm
in the Men's Bible Classroom. Both sessions will
meet on Mondays beginning March 10th
through April 14th.

On April 6th, join us for Easter Jam, a fun and
interactive celebration for families featuring
music, games, and the story of Easter. After
the excitement, kids can enjoy our Easter Egg
Hunt, where they'll search for eggs and

experience the joy of the season!

RELEASING THE
BUTTERFLIES:

One of the most
exciting events during
the season of Lent and
Easter at our church is
the growing of our
butterflies.

On Wednesday, March
26th during our
worship time, we will
assemble our
caterpillar cups. This is
a fun event where all
who are in attendance
can participate. As the
weeks tick by, the
caterpillars prepare to
transform as they build
their chrysalis.

On Easter Sunday, April
20th our beautiful
butterflies are released
during both worship
services by our Living
Cross!

I invite you to come
along with all that will
happen during Lent
this year and get
excited as we prepare
for the Resurrection
together.

Shalom,

Karen




March Reminders
/ March 1 \ Communion Sunday / March 3 \

Jam-2pm March 2 6:30pm (FC)
Fellowship Center offering to support Church Council Mtg.
. Defend the Fatherless
Mission Zpm (MBC)
\ U j \ Book Club /
March 4
Pancake Dinner
5:30 pm (FC)
Family Friendly _
Ash Wednesday Service Regular Service
on March S @ 6pm on March 5 @ 7pm
in the Fellowship Center. in the sanctuary.

Morning Glory Circle @ 10:30am (MBC

March 10: Exercise with Avis:

Clara Phillips Circle @ S5pm (FC) Ilam - 11:30am (FC)

March 11th: Monday - Wed - Friday
)

Upcoming Meetings: March 2 @ 12:15pm (FC) UMM Meeting
March 2 @ 12:15pm (MBC) Missions Meeting
March 23 @ 12:15pm (MBC) Finance Meeting
March 24 @ 6:30pm (Loft) Trustees Meeting

LENT BIBLE STUDIES: Mondays in March
March 10, March 17, March 24 & March 31 @ 1pm (Loft) and @ 6:30pm (MBC)
*Books can be purchased online at Cokesbury for $14.99 + tax and shipping.
Please note that the books are hardcover. The paperback books are large print
and cost a little more if you prefer one of those.

LUNCH BUDDIES: Tuesday, March 18 lunch buddies will meet at 11:30am. Our
restaurant of choice is Sonny’s BBQ in Rock Hill. The address is: 2781 Cherry Road.
Sign up online or in the Communication Center to join us! All are WELCOME!



MARCH 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
2 3 4
Transfiguration 6:30pm (FC) 5:30pm (FC)
Sunday Church Council Shrove Tuesday
Communion Meeting Dinner

(Defend the Fatherless)
12:15pm-UMM Mtg (FC)
12:15PM-Missions (MBC)

4pm-UMYF (Zone)

7pm (MBC) Book Club

6:30pm Handbells

9 10 11
st Sunday in Lent 1pm (Loft) 10:30am (MBC)
Lent Study Morning Glory Circle
Daylight Saving
Time Begins 5pm (FC) 4pm-8pm Preschool
Clara Phillips Circle Spirit Night @
Vv Wing King
Ny 74 6:30pm (MBC)
g Lent Study 6:30pm Handbells
4pm-UMYF (Zone) 7pm Scouts (FC)
16 17 18
Fellowship Center 1pm (Loft) 11:30am-
In Use 1pm-4pm Lent Study Lunch Buddies
Sonny’s BBQ
4pm-UMYF (Zone) 6:30pm (MBC)
Lent Study 6:30pm Handbells

St Ratiicks

7pm Scouts (FC)

L) 1)05
23 24 25
4pm-UMYF Top Golf 1pm (Loft) 6:30pm Handbells
Lent Study
7pm Scouts (FC)
6:30pm (MBC)
Lent Study
6:30pm (Loft)

30

11am Children &
Youth Sunday

REAL Kids Movie
Outing-12:15pm

4pm-UMYF (Zone)

Trustees Meeting

31

1pm (Loft) Lent Study

6:30pm (MBC)
Lent Study

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

5 6
6pm Family Friendly
Ash Wed Service
Fellowship Center

6:30pm Cub Scouts
Den Mtgs (FC)

NO MEAL TONIGHT

12 13

2pm-until (Kitchen)
In Use Missions Team

5:15pm Music Makers
5:45pm Dinner
6:30pm Worship
6:30pm REAL Kids

6:30pm Den Meetings
Cub Scouts

19 20
5:15pm Music Makers
5:45pm Dinner

6:30pm Worship

6:30pm REAL Kids

26 27

5:15pm Music Makers
5:45pm Dinner

6:30pm Caterpillar
Cup Assembly

6:30pm Cub Scouts
Pack Meeting
(Sanctuary)

FRIDAY SATURDAY

7 1

5pm (FC) Set Up
Pinewood Derby

9am-2pm Mission u (FC)

8

9am Cub Scouts (FC)
Pinewood Derby

10am-New Women's

Group Meeting @
Barri Helms’ home

14 15
Kitchen in Use-Missions

Preparing to serve meal
@ Bethel Shelter

21 22

28 29

Every Sunday (Unless Otherwise Noted):
8:30am & 11:00am: Worship Service
9:45am: Hospitality

10:00am: Sunday School

2:00pm: Choir Practice

Every Monday-Wednesday-Friday:

Exercise with Avis (11am-11:30am)-FC

(Changes to schedule will be given in previous class)
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP:

March 12 & March 26 @ 4:30pm (MBC)




CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

We extend our Christian Sympathy to the family of Sue Ralls (Leslie Nielsen’s
grandmother) who passed away January 23, 2025.

We extend our Christian Sympathy to the family of Kay Gibson who passed
away on January 28, 2025.

We extend our Christian Sympathy to the family of Juanita “Jay” Edmondson
(R.W. Edmondson’s sister-in-law) who passed away on January 31, 2025.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF KAY GIBSON:

by Benny & Joyce Patterson, George Rhinehardt, Brent & Bonnie Meche,
New Wesley Fellowship, Joy Honeycutt and H.F. & Meredith Jackson

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JUANITA “JAY” EDMONDSON

by New Wesley Fellowship

IN LOVING MEMORY OF ABBY TALLEY:

by New Wesley Fellowship



March 1

James Easterling

Hayes Harroff
March 5 Wayne Bouldin
Anna McAteer
?\P‘SE\‘ March 7 Joan Pate
e@ March 8 Doris Massey
e\/ March 9 James Wolfe
9 C March 11  Cori Mitchell
\_€( March 13 Reggie Adkins
March 15  Nancy Stark
Anne Purcell
Michele Gainey
March 16  Lise Turner
March 17  Greg Bonéy
Jennifer Mayes
Cru Young
Johnny Myers
March 18 Sarah Ochoa
March 19  Tyler Edwards
March 20 Colton Clyburn
Myra Vaughn
March Birthdays March 22 Emily McQuay
P A Brianna Messer
{& Anniversaries William Isenhour
Bryson Newland
March 23 Joe Brown
March 24  Ruth Orwig
March 25 Chip Heemsoth
Luke Henley
March 26  Tracy Olinger
Jim Walker
Charlotte Walker
March 27 David Hord
< Emory Mae Creel
(\7\ March 28  Phyllis Helms
S March29  Rob Robinson
March 31 Leslie Nielsen

&

March 2 David & Rachel Cameron
March 10  John & Mary Vaughan
March 11 Steve & Minda Siebert
March 20  Zeke & Jan Patterson
March 22  Benny & Joyce Patterson
Michael & Anissa Miller
March 23  Anthony & Nancy Rivers



March

Community Meals

DINNER @ 5:45PM
WORSHIP @ 6:30PM
REAL KIDS @ 6:30PM (MBC)

Costs:
age 13 & older ($8 per person)
age 12 & under (free)
Family maximum ($20)

*Sign up deadline is the Sunday before the meal.

Chili, Cornbread, Salad and Dessert March
12

Chicken & Noodles, Carrots

and Dessert 19

Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Salad and March
Dessert 26

April 9 - Easter Jam May 7 - Outdoor Cookout

(for those who missed it @ the egg hunt) (Last Community Meal & worship)
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Wednesday

Join us for a Family-Friendly Ash

Wednesday Service on March 5th

from 6:00-6:30 P.M. Experience
prayer stations and the Imposition of
Ashes in a way that engages all ages.

| Family-Friendly |
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St. John's United
Methodist Church



March 2025

Children and Youth News

Children and Youth Director: Mallory Capps- stjohnsumc.youthandchildren@gmail.com- (843)-504-5419

Join us for a family-friendly Ash Wednesday
service on March 5th at 6:00 P.M. This special
service welcomes all ages to participate as we
begin our journey toward Easter together.

This month will be filled with meaningful activities
as we prepare for Easter! We'll be growing our

butterflies and getting ready for our Annual ®
Easter Egg Hunt—stay tuned for more details! s 5_/
Looking ahead, Vacation Bible School (VBS) is

coming soon! Mark your calendars for June 16-
20, and consider volunteering to help make this a

fun and faith-filled experience for our kids. 7 >
Let’'s make this season one of growth, service, \/ \ L
and celebration! S o

S W@ =

N COME JOINUS! ¢

REAL Kids will be March 12 & March 19 at 6:30 during our

Community Meal and Worship. This is open for all children
ages 3- 5th grade!

UMYF will be on March 2, March 9, March 16, March 23,

and I\/Irch 30 at 4:00pm- 5'3m
Al { ’ A
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Join us for Easter Jam, a fun and interactive

O celebration for families featuring music, games, and

the story of Easter. After the excitement, kids can enjoy
N our Egg Hunt, where they'll search for eggs and
experience the joy of the season!

Date: 4/6/2025 <>
Time: 3:00-4:30 P.M. Y7
\ J s N\ \ %



BIBLE QUIZ

submitted by Rev. Bob Romanello

Early in my teaching career I was asked by the administrative council at the
Minford, Ohio, UMC to teach The Gospel of John for thirteen weeks at
Wednesday Night Bible Study. It was a great learning experience for me.
Some of you have participated in a like study. Do you remember how Jesus
described himself in the seven "1 AMS?™ He said:

"I am the of Life™ (John 6:35)

“I am the of the World™ (John 8:12)

"I am the (John 10:7, 9)

"I am the Shepherd™ (John 10:11, 14)

“I am the and the " (John 11:25)

“l am the Way, the . * (John 14:6)
“I am the Vine™ (John 15:1, 5)

You should commit verses 11:25-26 to memory. They describe in
Jesus’ own words who Jesus is, and, when someone asks, you have
an answer.

some possible answers are:
Bread, good, light, resurrection, vine, life, door.

n
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$(‘,?~?’ Kathryn & Austyn Harroff are the proud parents of baby boy
— ® Roland “"Ro” Thomas Harroff born February 5, 2025.
T He weighed 6 Ibs. 13 oz. David & Phyllis Harroff are

baby Ro’s proud grandparents. Congratulations to everyone!

Reed & Sierra Lewis (grandson of Phil & Cynthia Lewis) are the
proud parents of baby boy Hudson Lewis born February 18, 2025.
He weighed 7 1bs. 10 oz. Hudson is Phil & Cynthia’s 2nd
great-grandchild. Congratulations to everyone!




MUSIC
DEPARTMENT
NEWS!

Dr. Jonathan Hall, Music Director

APRIL 13 1S PALM SUNDAY:

The adult choir looks forward to
presenting the Easter cantata,
"Glorious Cross," on Palm Sunday.
We hope you can join us at the
8:30am or 11am worship service!

We would love to have you join the
choir, please attend a rehearsal on
Sunday afternoons from 2-3 p.m.,
if you are interested!

S

SUPPORT OUR
CHORAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM

Each year, we are blessed to
welcome Choral Scholars who
enhance our worship by
supplementing our adult choir.
These beloved individuals not only
contribute their voices each week
but also assist with rehearsals,
helping us create a richer, more
vibrant worship experience for all.

The Choral Scholars program is
entirely funded by contributions
from our church community. Your
generosity makes it possible to
continue offering this valuable
ministry.

If you are able, please consider
donating to the Choral Scholars fund.
Your support ensures that this
important program can continue to
thrive and enrich our worship
services for years to come.

Thank you for helping us keep this
beautiful tradition alive!






