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THE DOGWOOD TREE

After the excitement of this past winter’s snow and ice, | find myself
especially grateful for the arrival of spring. The season reveals itself
in simple but beautiful ways—wild jonquils blooming, forsythia bushes
bursting with color, bees returning to gather nectar, and longer days
filled with warm sunlight. These are gentle reminders of nature’s
renewal and provision.

Our culture offers its own signs of the season as well, from the
excitement of March Madness to the return of the "boys of summer”
on the baseball field, and the tradition of The Masters Tournament.
Together, these moments remind us that spring has truly arrived.

Another cherished sign of spring can be found -«
right here at St. John's—a dogwood tree on the ‘ SN
parking lot side of our sanctuary. This tree was i W
given in memory of Cameron Joseph Wardby | ’
his friends in the UMYF group. A few years ago,
when the original tree became diseased and .
had to be replaced, it was lovingly cared for
each day until it could take root. We are
especially grateful to Shawne Heeren for
faithfully watering the tree that summer.

Today, as we celebrate another spring at St. John’s UMC, that beautiful
dogwood stands as a living tribute to a beloved child of God we will
always remember. It also serves as a meaningful symbol of new life
and the resurrection of Jesus, reminding us of the hope and renewal
that this season brings.



The legend of the Dogwood tree has always been one of my favorite
stories of the Spring. It is a story of sorrow that is transformed into
beauty. According to tradition long ago, the dogwood was not the
small, delicate tree we know today. It was said to be tall and strong,
made of sturdy wood, and large enough for construction. Because
of this, the legend says it was chosen to make the cross for Jesus
Christ's crucifixion.

After the crucifixion, the tree was filled with grief and shame for
having been used in such a tragic event. In response, God transformed
the dogwood forever so it could never again grow large enough to be
used for such a purpose.

Today, we know the dogwood tree as a small tree with thin branches,
compared to other trees such as Oak, Maple, or Pine. The blossoms
have taken on special symbolism. The petals are arranged in a cross
shape, each petal tipped with a rust-colored mark representing the
nails that secured Jesus to the cross. The center cluster represents the
crown of thorns on Jesus' head. The dogwood blooms only in the Spring
during Easter. Because of the legend of the dogwood, this has become
a symbol of hope, renewal and the promise of new life after suffering.

Each time | see a dogwood, | remember this story. | am grateful that
Jesus paid a debt for me, which has given me the promise of eternal

life. | look forward to seeing everyone during the Easter season, so that
we can once again celebrate the resurrected Lord.

Shalom,

Raren
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WHAT HAS GOD DONE? ‘

In a home bible study at Betty’s and my Fill in words and phrases are:
praise

home, I elected to begin with I Peter, Chapter
1. Gathered around our dining table were resurrection
maybe ten members of the UMC of Minford, Father
Ohio, and a next door neighbor. A special _ Imercy
guest, The Holy Spirit, whose presence living 1}ope
. . . new birth
glorified that gathering, was there to enliven Lord Jesus Christ.
Peter’s words that seemed to leap joyfully
into our hearts to remind us of what God had
done through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
It was such a precious moment that I stood to
praise God for what he had done. So I ask
you, “What did God do for us through the
resurrection of Jesus?”

Read chapter one then turn to I Peter I:3
(NIV) to answer below.

be to the God and of our

In his great he has given us into a
through the of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Note: As you celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and

open your hearts to the truth that Peter left with us,

I pray you will do it prayerfully and take the time to

think about what it means to you. May God through
the Holy Spirit bless you as he did me.




APRIL CELEBRATIONS

April 2
April 3
April 4
April 6
April 7
April 9
April 10
April 12
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 24

April 25
April 27
April 28

April 29

P4

Max Powers
Ella Brown
Linda Anderson
Nora Emelife
Kirk Hardymon, Jake Brown & Ruth Brown
Cillian Lewis

Phyllis Harroff & John Vaughan

TC & Kathryn Fuller (Happy Anniversary!)
Peg Brust
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Zane Emelife & Greg McBride
Meredith Jackson
David Helms & Denise Holland
& Rylee Fisher
John Johnson
JoAnn Kane
John & Rev. Kristen Frick (Happy Anniversary!)
Craig & Nancy Neal (Happy Anniversary!)
Evan Easterling
Finn Miller &
Piper Migliorini
James & Michelle Messer (Happy Anniversary!)
Lillie Creel & Beth Hozey

@ children & Youth

College Students
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The Debra Frye Edmondson
United Methodist Women
Mission Scholarship

This scholarship has been established in memory of a lady who
loved her relationship with the Lord and her involvement in missions
through United Methodist Women at St. John’s United Methodist
Church. She encouraged others to join UMW and experience the
life-long blessing that she did by helping others through mission
work and outreach opportunities.

The $1,000 scholarship, funded by her family and by donations of
friends, will be given to a St. John's graduating senior who displays
the heart and actions of involvement in missions. The scholarship
may be used at the college, university, technical school, or trade

school of the recipient’s choice.

[ Applications may be obtained from the church office. ‘
Eligibility requirements are For questions, contact the
listed in the application. church office.

The application is due by Sunday, April 19, 2026. Please return the
completed forms to the church office by noon.

The scholarship will be presented on Graduation Sunday, May 17, 2026.
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COMMUNITY MEAL & SMALL GROUPS

Wednesday hight 5:15pm-6:30pm (dinner served)
APRIL MENU:
April 1-Easter Meal  April 22
Ham Scrambled eggs
Hashbrown casserole Pancakes
Bean Salad Bacon
Rolls Sausage
Dessert Fruit
April 15 April 29
Shredded BBQ chicken sandwiches Lasagna
Cole slaw Salad
Baked beans Garlic Bread
Dessert Dessert
SMALL GROUPS
Prayer Group Bible Study
5:30pm The book of Matthew
Ladies Bible Classroom  5:45pm

"The Chosen” (tv series)
6pm
Zohe

Men's Bible Classroom

Anyone can attend a
small group session
or begin & lead a
small group. We
welcome new ideas
for the upcoming
2026-2027 season.

Fellowship Center

MAY 6

Hamburgers

Potato Salad

Baked beans
Dessert

*Last Meal for
the season!

COSTS:

age 12 & under: FREE
age 13 & older: $8 each

Family Maximum: $20

MUSIC MAKERS
&
REAL KIDS

REAL Kids meets

APRIL 1, APRIL 15,
APRIL 22 & APRIL 29

along with Music
Makers from
5:30pm-6:30pm.



APRIL EVENTS & REMINDERS

#If you have need of use of our facilities, please contact the church office
for a full list of availabilities

WWW.STIOHNSFM.ORG

Sunday Schedule: 8:30 am Worship Service ~ Exercise with Avis: Mon-Wed-Fri
9:30 am Hospitality Tam-11:30am
10:00 am Sunday School Fellowship Center
11:00 am Worship Service

Upcoming Meetings: April 1: Easter Meal

April19 @ 12:15pm - Finance Committee Meeting (MBC) April 2: Maundy Thursday Service @ 7pm
April 23 @ 6:30pm - WEE School Board Meeting (FC) April 5: Easter Sunday

April 27 @ 6:00 pm - Church Council Meeting (FC)
April 3 & 6: Church Office Closed

Book Club:
April 12: Communion Sunday

April 6 @ 7pm in the Men’s Bible Classroom. Our Communion offering will support
The title of the book is “Hello Stranger” by Katherine Center. Kindness Week.
Circle Meetings: Lunch Buddies:
April 13 @ Spm - Clara Phillips Circle (Handbell Room) Lunch Buddies will be "steaking out” the
April 14 @ 10:30am - Morning Glory Circle (MBC) Outback restaurant next month. We will

gather at 11:30 on Tuesday, April 21 at
Scout Troop 130 the restaurant located on 1319 River Run

Court at the intersection of Celanese
Road and Route 77 in Rock Hill. Please
sign up by Sunday, April 19 to join us for
food, fun and fellowship!

The scouts will hold their annual Pinewood Derby
races on Saturday, April 25 in the Fellowship Center
beginning at 9am.

Sunday, April 26 @ 11am Children & Youth Sunday

The Saturday Project

Join the Missions Team on Saturday, April 18 for the next Saturday Project. Check out their newsletter
page for more information.

*Saturday, April 18 is also the next day for cleaning and restocking at the Bethel Shelters. As always,
contact Shawne Heeren to volunteer.

Vacation Bible School Registration:

VBS Registration opens to church members on Monday, April 13. An email will go out with the link to
register. On Monday, April 20 registration opens to the general public.

Attention All Graduates:
If you are graduating from high school or college please submit to the church office your biography,
including a photo, school name, future plans and any other information you would like listed such as
clubs, special awards, sports you have played. Deadline to submit is May 3, 2026.



Amy Bartholomew, Committee Chair
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.~ We have been able to serve several different groups already this year with our "
Saturday Projects. Last month we spruced up the church, made Easter cards for
nursing homes, made “You've Been Egged” bags, and cleaned and organized the

closets at the Bethel Day Shelter. Our next Saturday Project will take place on

April 18. We will have three options open to everyone, including families this month:

—| Sunday School Breakfast for the Bethel Shelter:

We will be maRing breakfast for 80 men at the shelter. We will make the
breakfast on Saturday and deliver it for their Sunday morning service.
They do not need us to serve the food this time. A sign-up genius will be
shared if you would like to donate food items or help us prepare the food.
We will start cooking at 10:00am.

— Prayer stones for Mothers Day:

We will be painting stones to honor and support all mothers in our
congregation. We will pray over the stones and then share them on
Mother’s Day. We will meet in the fellowship hall from 11:00am -
12:00pm. This would be a perfect opportunity Por children to participate.

| Bethel Day Shelter:

This is our monthly visit to clean and restock the donation closets. You
can meet Shawne Heeren in the church parking lot at 9:30am to carpool
or meet her at the shelter: 546 S. Cherry Road, Suite S, RocR Hill. Please
let Shawne know if you plan to attend. Everyone is welcome and it can be
a good experience for families.

Shelter Donations:

Please checR the lists of donation requests on the bulletin board in the
donation center next to the portico side of the church in the fellowship
hall. We are Pocusing on collections for the Bethel Shelter this month.

whech the list for their current needs. ‘
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APRIL MISSION SPOTLIGHT: BETHEL SHELTERS -

Bethel started in 2007 as a seasonal warming center for homeless men to find a
warm meal and a safe place to sleep each night. Originally established through a
partnership with the Salvation Army, United Way of York County, and the City of
RocR Hill, the Men's Overnight Shelter gained a permanent home in 2009 at Bethel
United Methodist Church.

The Warming Center would close the shelter when the weather started to
warm. In April 2019, the doors remained open and officially became the
Bethel Men'’s Shelter.

In 2021, Bethel Men's Shelter expanded its mission and began operations
at the Bethel Day shelter. This would be a daytime shelter for men and
women located at Pathways Community Center in Rock Hill. This Shelter
provides laundry services, showers and restroom facilities, lockRers and
respite.

With the addition of this new program, Bethel Men's Shelter officially
changed its name to Bethel Shelters in 2022. Through all the years, Bethel
has been committed to helping the homeless get off the street, find homes.
and jobs. They work to prevent homelessness from reoccurring. In July
2022, Bethel expanded services by offering the Bethel Shelters Workforce
Development Program. Bethel's MISSION; is to provide a safe place to
sleep, a hot meal to eat, and a pathway to self-sufficiency for homeless
individuals year-round. Their VISION is to ensure that homelessness is
rare, brief, and nonrecurring.

In 2025, Bethel announced 55 men had graduated from being homeless.
Kudos to Bethel, surrounding agencies and our community
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WEE School News

Beth Meador, Director

O

SPIRIT/FUNDRAISER EVENT

April 14th (4pm-9pm) Brixx Kingsley.
Please mention W.E.E. School when placing your order. This is our last
spirit event for this school year, thank you to everyone who supported
the W.E.E. School this year.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

The W.E.E. School will be hosting a book fair May 4"-6" !
The book fair will be open Monday-Wednesday from 9:00am-1:00pm
as well as Wednesday evening from 5:30pm-7:00pm. Come by and see us and as
always thank you for your support of our W.E.E. School!

SUMMER CAMP

Looking for some fun for your kids this summer? We still have spots available for
summer camp. Camp is open to children turning 3 by September 1st through children
entering kindergarten this fall. For more information or to register please contact
Beth Meador (803)548-6557 or sjumcweeschool@gmail.com

2026-2027
SCHOOL YEAR

We still have a few spots available for the 2026-2027 school year. For more
information or to register please contact Beth Meador (803)548-6557 or

sjumcweeschool@gmail.com

O



April 2026

Children and Youth News

Children and Youth Director: Mallory Capps- stjohnsumc.youthandchildren@gmail.com- (843)-504-5419

March was such a good month with our
Easter Egg Hunt and lots of other spring
activities. April is going to be fun and full

of excitement! First, we will start by
celebrating the resurrection with our
Easter services and the release of our
butterflies!! Then we will have Children
and Youth Sunday on April 26™ at the
11:00am service where our children and
youth will be in charge of the service.
Please plan to attend and be a part of
this wonderful time.

\ COME JOIN US! )

REAL Kids will be April 1st, April 15th, April 22nd, & April 29th from
5:30pm-6:30pm along with Music Makers.
This is open for all children 3 years old- 5th grade!
We will also be going to play putt-putt on April 12" after church
if anyone is interested.

UMYF will be on April 12th, 19th, & 26th from 4:00pm-5:30pm
in the Zone for 6th-12th grade.

VBS registration opens on April 13th for church members
and April 20th for the community.







