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It Was A “God Thing™!

The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us, “For everything there is a season, a time for every
matter under heaven.” In recent months, we've seen several of our St. John’s members
transition into new seasons of life, relocating to be closer to family due to health or
personal reasons.

Connie and Bob Gunsch moved to Lenoir City, Tennessee, to be near Bob’s daughter,
as Connie’s health needs required more support. Jonathan and Jessica Hall relocated
to Prosperity, South Carolina, in the fall of 2024 after Jonathan accepted a position at
Newberry College - where he has since been promoted to head of the Music
Department. Most recently, Nancy and Jeif Lerch moved to Baldwinsville, New York,
to be near their grandchildren.

We are deeply grateful for the time, gifts, and spirit these families brought to St. John’s. They have

each played a role in strengthening our church community, and we thank them for being part of our

journey.

One particular story stands out - shared with me the morning the Lerchs were preparing to leave.
They recalled their first Sunday at St. John’s. As they were walking in, they met April and Craig Brown
in the parking lot. The Lerchs were excited and mentioned looking forward to hearing the pastor sing.
Craig chuckled and said, “You didn’t come here to hear our pastor sing!” The Lerchs explained,

“We heard her online!”

As it turned out, they had been watching livestreams from St. John’s in Rock Hill, not realizing there
was more than one St. John’s in the area. That congregation’s pastor, Reverend Debra Quilling, is
known for her beautiful singing voice - something I, admittedly, do not share!

But here’s where it gets interesting. Our church didn’t begin livestreaming until March 2020 during
the COVID-19 shutdown - over two years after the Lerchs had joined on February 18, 2018. Despite
the mix-up, April and Craig invited them to sit together, and something meaningful took root that day.
It wasn’t the music that kept them coming - it was the warmth, the welcome, the sense of belonging.

For the next seven years, Nancy and Jeff became faithful and devoted members of our congregation.
They served consistently, worshipped regularly, and enriched our community in countless ways.
Their presence was a dift.

It wasn’t until the day of their move, as I stopped by to say goodbye, that they shared this story with
me. They could have easily turned around and gone to the other church. After hearing me sing for the
first time, they may never have come back! But they stayed. And in doing so, they became a vital part
of our church family.

So yes, I'm reminded again of that timeless truth: “For everything there is a season.”“ And I'm also
reminded that sometimes, things fall into place in a way that only God can orchestrate.

We are thankful for all the “God things” that have brought people like the Lerchs - and so many others
- to St. John’s. Together, we continue building a faith community that lives out God’s call to love, serve,
and transform the world.

Shalom,

Karen
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November I:  Loyce Sutton IR
Brent & Bonnic Meche - Happy Anniversary
November 2:  Kelli Lewis
November 3: LandryCameron & Cole Migliorini
November 4: Sandra Briddes
November 7:  Scott & Darra Dane Brown - Happy Anniversary)
November 8: Avis Wilson
Russ & Elisabeth Williamson - Happy Anniversary)
November 9: Dave & Sarah Robertson - Happy Anniversary)
November 10: Ricky & Julie Williams - Happy Anniversary)
November 12: Kristin Alexander
November I3 Mardie Sinder
November 14: Jo Adkins & BarriHelms
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Cyrus & Carolyn Sumner - Happy A\n\\ W%sarg.
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November 20: Margaret Ervin 7/INN / |
November 23: Fred Black welder, Christina Hetms; Cody Shamblin,
& Ann Troiano

November 24: Scott Gainey 4

Lou & Margie Singer -~ Happy Anniversary)
November 28: Leigh Ann Edmondson
November 26: Brenda Little
November 29: Jim & Mardaret Messer - Happy Anniversary)
November 30: Barbara Gaither
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November 2: Communion Sunday \ J
Offering Supports (Fort Mill Care Center)
November 2: All Saints Sunday

\@ Daylight Savings Time: November 2 - J J
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/ N\ | MEETINGS THIS MONTH:
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: November 2 @ I215pm:
November 5 & November 19 Missions Committee (MBC)
4:30pm (MBC) UWF Leadership Team (Loft)
EXERCISE WITH AVIS: November 9 @ 200pm
Monday - Wednesday - Friday Charge Conference
LRLRETI ST (RS November 16 @ 12:1Spm:
THANKSGIVING CHURCH Stewardship Committee (Loft)
OFFICE HOURS: United Methodist Men (FC)
The church office will be closed November 23 @ 12ISpm:
November 26 - November 28 for the UWF Unit Meeting (LBC)
Thanksgiving holiday. e \
*
LUNCH BUDDIES: Every Sunda'y ..... |
Lunch Buddies will be gathering at the 8230am ; Wors.hlrll.Serwces
Towne Tavern, 2000 Highway 160W for 9:30am - Hospitality
our Tuesday, November 18 lunch at 10:00am - Sunday SChO(?l
11:30AM. We are a group of folks who 111903'"' - Worship Services
enjoy getting together with other church (5 ' Sunday of the month schedule &
members for fun and good food. Everyone holiday schedule may vary)
is invited to join us when you can, new
Buddies always welcome. Please sign up é A
by Sunday, November 16 on Realm or the NOVEMBER 9: Veteran’s Sunday
sheet in the hallway, so we can let the NOVEMBER 16: Stewardship Sunday
| restaurant know. Hope to see you there! B
NOVEMBER 23: Harvest Sunday
4 N\ N\ N

NOVEMBER 30: Chrismon Sunday

We will not have a 5™ Sunday
Breakfast in November due to the

Advent Breakfast on December 7.
\ J \ J \ J W,

*If you have need of use of our facilities, please contact the church office for a full list of availabilities



FIRST ANNUAL FORT MILL TREE FEST
AT ST. JOHN'S!

Mark your calendars and spread the word; the first
annual Fort Mill Tree Fest is going to be held right
here at St. John's United Methodist Church!

On December 5" and 6" 20 nonprofits in Fort Mill and the
surrounding area will come together at our church. Each group is
going to decorate and provide a small artificial Christmas tree to
be a part of a beautiful display of trees that will be open to the
public. The tree display will become a silent auction where the
public can not only come in to view the trees but they can also bid
on their favorite tree. At the end of the day on December 6™ the
highest bidder gets to take the tree home with them and the
amount of their highest bid is a donation to that nonprofit.

This event has been held in other parts of the country for the
last 10 years, first in Virginia and then in Georgia. The event
not only benefits many worthy nonprofits in our area butit’'s
also an opportunity to see incredible creativity in how the
trees are decorated. Each group has their own ideas about the
decorations on their tree; no two trees are ever alike. It's a fun
event for all generations to see. In addition to the trees there
will be holiday treats to munch on and Christmas music to
listen to as you take in the whole event.

To see the nonprofits who will be participating in this event go to
www.fortmilltreefest.com.

If you have any questions about the event, please contact
Melissa Morse at melissa.kay.morse@gmail.com




g‘ Advent Bible Study

. Please join us for one of our 2025 Advent Bible Studies. The
morning session will be led by Barbara Gaither,

. while the evening session will be led by Pastor Karen.

MORNING SESSION

"What Do You Want for Christmas?"
by James W Moore
will be our morning Advent study.
It's available in paperback at
Cokesbury.com or Amazon.com
(or $5 on Kindle). Please read the
first chapter before our
first get-together.

EVENING SESSION

"The Christmas Letters"
by Magrey R. Devega
will be our evening Advent study.
It's available in paperback
at Cokesbury.com or Amazon.com
(or $9.99 on Kindle).
Please read the first chapter before
our first get-together.

TIME/DATES

Thursday mornings
10:00am
Meet in the Loft

‘i’ James W,

4 ‘Moore

B

WHAT DO YOU
~ WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS?

T P )

TIME/DATES

Thursday evenings
6:30pm
Meet in the Loft

i~ The o~
CHRISTMAS
LETT_ERS

MAGREY R. DEVEGA
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spaghetti
salad
Garlic Bread

Duvers @ 5:45pm Wornhip (@ 6:30pnu

REAL KIDS NOV.5&NOV.12 @ 6:30PM (MBC)

Costs: age13&older ($8);age12& under (free); Family Maximum ($2

sign up by the sunday before the meal by REALM

or paper sign up.




Bible Quiz

by Rev. Bob Romanello

We often hear preachers and teachers speak of the presence of the
Holy Spirit within us as Guide and Comforter throughout the life
of believers. So I ask you: What or who is the source of the Holy
Spirit? Your thoughts may immediately leap to Acts 2:1-4 where
the coming of the Holy Spirit was proclaimed in an unmistakable
way, but that is not my question. My question is: What or who is
the source of the Holy Spirit? To confirm that your answer is
correct, read Acts 1:1-6 and then fill in the blanks below on verse
four where a promise was soon to be fulfilled.

(Acts 1:4 ESV)

And while staying with them he them not
to from , but to
wait for the of the , which,
he said, “you from me.”

Yes, my friends, in God’s own timing He sent
us his Son to redeem us and then God
fulfilled a promise by sending us the Holy
Spirit to guide us and comfort us. We are a
blessed people indeed.

Answers: heard, Jerusalem,

Father, depart, ordered, promise




November 2025

Children and Youth News

Children and Youth Director: Mallory Capps- stjohnsumc.youthandchildren@gmail.com-

Season of Gratitude

As we enter this season of thankfulness, I'm
especially grateful for the amazing kids and
youth | get to spend time with each week! This
month, we’re gearing up for Harvest Sunday on
November 23, when we'll collect and deliver
food to support the Fort Mill Care Center.

Advent is just around the corner, bringing even
more opportunities to give and serve. Be sure to
check out the Angel Tree and other ways to
share joy and generosity with our community
this holiday season!
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REAL Kids will be on Wednesday Nights during our Community Meal and
Worship Time! All children ages 3 through 5th grade are welcome!

UMYF will be on November 2nd, 9th and 16th from 4:00-5:30pm!
This is for all students 6th-12th grade and we meet in the Zone!

Harvest Sunday is November 23rd. We will deliver the donated items to the
Fort Mill Care Center. After we finish the delivery, we will go out for a
Hibachi Dinner as a youth family!







